	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	ADJUS 135
	Number of Weeks
	18

	Course Title
	 Law and Democracy
	Lecture Hours By Term
	54

	Prerequisite
	None
	Lab Hours By Term
	0

	Challenge Policy                    
	
	*Hours By Arrangement
	0

	Co-requisite
	
	Units 
	3

	Challenge Policy                    
	
	
	

	Advisory
	


	*HOURS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
	
	Hours per term. 

	           ACTIVITIES: (Please provide a list of the activities students will perform in order to satisfy the HBA requirement):

	

	

	


	COURSE/CATALOG DESCRIPTION


	This course will cover the evaluation, debate and critical analysis of law and legal issues that affect us as individuals, families, employees and communities.  Students will learn about the practical aspects of civil, criminal, constitutional, family, immigration, and consumer law in a diverse society with an orientation toward involvement in the local community. 



	COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	Define law and explain the need for the rule of law.

	Describe voting rights.

	Analyze the importance of dispute resolution methods in solving disputes.

	Describe the basic organization of the state and federal court system.

	Analyze the democratic principles of federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, and states’ rights.

	Describe the operation of the criminal justice system from investigation to release.

	Argue how the Bill of Rights limits the authority and discretion of government in the criminal justice system and scrutinizes governmental limits of free speech.

	Analyze current problems in the administration of criminal justice and policy solutions. 

	Categorize how the civil justice system regulates relationships between consumers and businesses, landlords and tenants, teachers and students and among family and community members. 

	Discuss and debate basic immigration law policies and suggest ways to improve the nation’s immigration practices in a diverse society. 

	Analyze current problems in the administration of the civil justice system.

	Identify local, state and federal agencies that address fair housing.

	


INTENDED STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	The student will demonstrate expertise in a legal or democratic process through the development of a service-learning project.

	Categorize the components of the criminal justice and civil justice systems.

	Identify emerging social justice issues related to legal policies in America.


  COURSE CONTENT (Lecture): 
	Crime in America.

	Dispute resolution.

	The Justice System.

	Torts and theories of liability.

	Credit standards and collection practices.

	Consumer protection.

	Dynamics of the American family, marriages, divorce and custody.

	Social goals of foster care, adoption and protection of children.

	Constitutional law principles and the concept of individual liberty.

	Freedom of speech in public places and the challenge of obscenity.

	Discriminatory practices and rights in the workplace.

	Immigration law principles.


 COURSE CONTENT (Lab): 
	

	

	

	


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION: 

	This course will use both live and distance educational methods of instruction including but not limited to:

	Lecture, guest speakers, group discussion, field trips, group and individual learning exercises, videos and service learning opportunities. 

	

	


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:


NOTE: To be UC/CSU transferable, the text must be dated within the last 7 years OR a statement of justification for a text beyond the last 7 years must be included. 

	Textbook Title:
	Street Law

	Author:
	Arbetman, L., and O’Brien, E.

	Publisher:
	McGraw Hill

	Edition/Date:
	2012

	Textbook Reading Level:
	12

	Justification Statement:
	(For textbook beyond 7 years)

	
	


	Lab Manual Title 
	(if applicable):

	Author:
	

	Publisher:
	

	Edition/Date:
	


OUTSIDE OF CLASS WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS:

Title 5, section 55002.5 establishes that a range of 48 -54hours of lecture, study, or lab work is required for one unit of credit. For each hour of lecture, students should be required to spend an additional two hours of study outside of class to earn one unit of credit. 

· State mandates that sample assignments must be included on the Course Outline of Record.

	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week


	Weekly Reading Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	2


	Students will read the textbook and case studies that provide opportunities to understand the framework of American Criminal and Civil procedures. In addition they will develop critical thinking skills needed to identify legal issues in case studies. 


	Weekly Writing Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	2


	Students will create case briefs and develop topic papers related to contemporary legal issues.


	Weekly Math Problems (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	


	


	Lab or Software Application Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	


	


	Other Performance Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	2


	Service learning component: Students will research legal career pathways and shadow a legal professional. In addition they will create a report of their experience. 


STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)

	· Course must require use of critical thinking, college-level concepts & college-level learning skills. 

· For degree credit, course requires essay writing unless that requirement would be inappropriate to the course objectives. If writing is inappropriate, there must be a requirement of problem-solving or skills demonstration.


	35
	%
	Essay (If essay is not included in assessment, explain below.)

	

	
	%
	Computation  or Non-computational Problem Solving Skills

	
	%
	Skills Demonstration

	45
	%
	Objective Examinations

	
	
	Other (describe)

	20
	%
	Service learning component

	
	%
	

	
	%
	


	  GRADING POLICY: (Choose LG, P/NP, or SC)

	 x
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A 
	70% and above = Pass
	90% - 100% = A

	80% -   89% = B      
	Below 70% = No Pass                                   
	80% -   89% = B

	70%  -  79% = C     
	
	70%  -  79% = C

	60%  -  69% = D    
	
	60%  -  69% = D

	Below   60% = F  
	
	Below   60% = F

	or

	70% and above = Pass

	Below 70% = No Pass

	Prepared by:
	R. Ramos
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